
For Our Future: South Carolina’s 
Investments in Early Childhood

Georgia Mjartan, Executive Director
South Carolina First Steps
SC Early Childhood Advisory Council



Slide TitleSouth Carolina First Steps

In every county, First Steps 
partnerships offer direct services and 
act as local hubs for early childhood 
resources and referrals.

As the connector and convener of the 
state’s early childhood system, SC 
First Steps coordinates the activities 
of the Early Childhood Advisory 
Council (ECAC).

First Steps 4K offers free four-year-
old kindergarten to qualifying children 
in private, nonprofit, and faith-based 
centers across the state.

Our Impact What We Do

37,163
infants, toddlers & 
preschoolers directly served

60,000+
children reached in child cares 
& preschool classrooms



Why It Matters



Slide TitleEarly Childhood Advisory Council 

As the connector and convener of all early childhood serving agencies, South Carolina First 
Steps operates the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC), a collaborative body 
representing the state’s early childhood system.









Actionable Data for Decision Making



Slide Title Our Approach

HEALTH PARENTING EARLY CARE & 
EDUCATION

SCHOOL 
TRANSITION

We take a holistic approach to accomplishing our mission, offering services that 
improve children’s health, strengthen families, expand access to quality child care, 
increase participation in four-year-old kindergarten, and help transition rising 
kindergartners into school.



Slide TitleFirst Steps 4K

First Steps 4K offers curriculum-
driven, full-day pre-K in private, 
nonprofit, and faith-based child care 
centers and schools. Teachers 
support early learning across multiple 
domains: learning and inquiry, 
physical development and motor 
skills, language and literacy, social 
and emotional development, and 
mathematical thinking. 

First Steps 4K, First Nazareth Child Development 
Center, Columbia



Slide TitleEconomic Impact of Child Care in SC

183,665
child care slots

183,665
parents can now go 

to work

$49,390
median income of a 

one-earner household

$9.1 billion
Taxable wage income available 
because of child care centers
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